(IIJH{JiL I H(H

68 RER K 678 820054 X FHiT%

National Taiwan University Alumni Chorus
2005 US West Coast Touring Performances

EHLMEREE TR S U s e
Concert in San Francisco Bay Area Concert in Los Angelés
Saturday, July 30, 2005, 7:30 p.m. Saturday, August 6, 2005, 4:00 p.an.
First United Methodist Church Church of the Good Shepherd
625 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto 400 W. Duarte Rd., Arcadia
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Congratulations on NTU Alumni Chorus
#2005 US West Coast Touring Performances”

The NTU Chorus was founded 41 years ago in 1964. Alumni members can be found
around the world, excelling in their resEechve fields. They gathered last October in Taiwan to
celebrate the 40th anniversary of the chorus and established the NTU Alumni chorus.

My wife and | were invited to their first public performance this June at the Novel Hall.
This brougKt to mind when | was president of NTU, | asked Dean of Business Affairs, Mr. Huang
Da-Zhov, to lead the NTU Chorus on a tour to the West Coast and Hong Kong. They were well
received by alumni at both locations. | also recall visiting the chorus alumni several times when
they used to practice in the basement of the NTU Alumni Hall on Jinan Road.

20 years have passed in the blink of an eye. Some alumni are in their 50s already, yet
their energetic performance and moving voices this June will long linger in my mind.

Now the chorus is scheduled to perform with local alumni choruses in San Francisco
and L.A. on July 30 and August 6, and a world reunion of chorus members at Stanford is to be
held on July 31 The thought of old friends meeting and sharing memories makes me wish |
\gere thehre myself. On beholf of the NTU Alumni Association | send my congratulations and

est wishes!

I would also like to take this opportunity to announce that the association is planning
a world reunion of NTU alumni on the 60th anniversary of NTU this November 14th and 15th.
Invitations are forthcoming and we expect fo see everyone back in the city of azaleas, strolling
along the avenue of coconut trees. | wish you all success, happiness, and good health!

President
NTU Alumni Association

Sun Chen
B &k & EE: 886-22321-8415 ik e{ii: 886-2-2396-438 # & gremail: ntu.ac@msa.hinet.net 4 % & 44 www.ntuac.org.tw
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The NTU Alumni Chorus grew out of the Alumni Section of the NTU Chorus. On the 40th
anniversary of the founding of the NTU Chorus on January 10, 2004, over a hundred alumni
chorus members from around the world, including members of the old “Chun-Yi” and “You-Ai”
choruses, met with then NTU Chorus members to celebrate. The sweet memories of our melodies
prompted us to establish the Alumni Section of the NTU Chorus so we could relive one of the most
memorable times of our lives.

<Z1 ,,;@f}lf(’dfl:éﬂﬂ lo f%ﬁ;{( and e%ﬂ(/d%(’ c%‘; @l)’/é& f//L (
P ;

With great enthusiasm, forty some members joined our first practice within one month and
“The Alumni Section of the NTU Chorus” was officially born. Within two months some 100 mem-
bers returned to our fold as word spread through the Internet. Since then, our bi-weekly practices
on Saturday have become an inseparable part of our lives. Whether flying from Kaohsiung,
Hualien, or Jiayi, riding the train or traveling on the highway from other cities to Taipei, we hold
the same scores in our hands and savor the same tunes in our hearts. We excitedly look forward
to our time together at the Church of New Hope, generously offered for our use by the minister, a
husband of one of our members. With the steady venue, visiting members from abroad knew where
to come to meet old friends and refresh themselves from the long journey with comforting songs.

Last fall, we renamed our group as “The NTU Alumni Chorus” to extend our reach to all
NTU alumni, hoping to attract the many gifted alumni who were not able to join the chorus in col-
lege due to academic or other preoccupations. Now, our chorus is open to spouses, parents, and
children of all NTU alumni once they pass the audition. We are the only musical club in Taiwan that
caters specifically to NTU alumni.

We set as our goal the perfection of choral music and we treat this goal seriously. Although
without a music department in the past, NTU cultivated many internationally-known musicians from
its chorus. Following this tradition, we have set for ourselves a standard above the amateur level
and invited chorus maestro Prof. Tai Ching Chuan to be our conductor, and we are committed to
the highest level of training. Tapping into our varied talents and experiences, Maestro Tai has trans-
formed us from individuals into a confluence of refined harmony. This mellifluous harmony flowing
from our souls is our unique and most precious asset.

Within six months, we have distinguished ourselves in several concerts. On June 11, 2005,
we held our first public performance at the Novel Hall in Taipei, entertaining a full house of over a
thousand people. Our program spanned the range from 16tE century Western polyphonic music,
mass of the Romantic period, modern Jazz, to traditional Chinese songs, minority music of the
Mainland, Chinese art songs, and Hokkien and Hakka folksongs from Taiwan. Maestro Tai’s sensu-
ous and lively direction brought out the best in us, and enchanted the audience.

The current “2005 US West Coast Touring Performances” is a joint effort on the part of our
members at home and abroad in terms of planning, execution, and performance. The two concerts
in northern and southern California will not only need to integrate our own members, but also those
from the local Ching Ching, North Peninsula Philharmonic, and LA Chinese Choruses, a task few
groups dare try. Nevertheless, seeing this as an occasion to not only invite our director from 35
years ago, Rev. Cheng Chin-jung, to conduct “Hallelujah”, but also to have choruses from both
sides of the Pacific Ocean to coﬁaborote, and to bring our regards to our countrymen sojourning
on the West Coast, we have overcome all obstacles to make this happen.

Last but not least, we owe our deepest thanks to our chorus alumni in California and to our
hosts — National Taiwan University Alumni Association of Northern California and its southern coun-
terpart. It is due to their support that our frip is made possible. We also wish to thank the directors
and members of the three local choruses for joining us. | know we have much to benefit from their
participation.

Tsai, Yitsong,
President of the NTU Alumni Chorus
July, 2005
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PROGRAM

San Francisco Bay Area Concert, July 30", 2005
M.C.: Orlando Shih

I. Classics of Western Choral Music | Joint NTU Alumni Chorus
Conductor: Ching-chuan Tai Piano Accompanist: Hsiao-fing Kuo

1. Ave Maria Music: T. L. d. Victoria
2. Heilig Lyrics: J. P. Neumann / Music: F. Schubert
3. Ave Verum Corpus Music: W. A. Mozart
Il. Philharmonic Melodies North Peninsula Philharmonic Chorus
Conductor: ®isin Chen Piano Accompanist: Lisa £i

1. All Things Bright and Beautiful Lyrics: C. F. Alexander / Music: J. Rutter
2. Taiwan Lily Lyrics / Music: Chih-ren Cheng
3. Tuberose Lyrics / Music: Min Yiao
4. Homeland, My Homeland! Lyrics / Music: Min Chen
lll. Songs of Ching Ching Ching Ching Chorus
Conductor: David Fong Piano Accompanist: Rjta Chen Organist: Jeffrey Workman

1. Fasten the Sun Sichuan folk song / Arranged by: Cheng-hsiung Chen
Soli: Spring Liu, Sony Li

2. Requiem Music: G. Fauré
IV. Classics of Western Choral Music Il Joint NTU Alumni Chorus & Ching Ching Chorus
Conductor: Rev. Chin-jong Cheng Organist: Jeffrey Workman

1. The Lord Bless You and Keep You Lyrics / Music: P. C. Lutkin
2. Hallelujah Music: G. F. Handel

J~ INTERMISSION ~7

V. In Praise of Taiwan Joint NTU Alumni Chorus
Conductor: Ching-chuan Tai Piano Accompanist: Hsiao-ling Kuo

1. Remembrance Lyrics: Li Chen / Music: Zi-jiu Kuo
2. Blade of Grass Lyrics: Wu-hsien Lin / Music: Shuen-wen Chang
3. Hakka Folksong Arranged by: Jin-ming Lue
4. Song of the Egret Lyrics: Shiu-yi Lu / Music: Shin-tsai Hwang / Arranged by:Liang-hui Lu
VI. Messe G-dur (F. Schubert) Grand Joint Chorus
Conductor: Ching-chuan Tai Organist: Jeffrey Workman

(1) Kyrie (2)Gloria (3)Credo (4)Sanctus (5)Benedictus (6) Agnus Dei
Soli: Isabel Lin, Ming-che Chen, David Feng

VIl. Chinese Lieder Grand Joint Chorus
Conductor: Ching-chuan Tai Piano Accompanist: Hsiao-ling Kuo

1. Fare Ye Well in the City on Wei Arranged by: Ching-chuan Tai Solo: Li-hsiang Chen
Lyrics: originated from Wei Wang. / Music: Traditional Chinese melody

2. Firefly Lyrics: Kuang-chung Yu / Music: Ching-chuan Tai / Solo: Li-hsiang Chen
3. Reverie Lyrics: Shu Shu / Music: Sheng-si Lin

J~ GOOD NIGHT ~J
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PROGRAM
Los Angeles Concert, August 6", 2005
M.C.: Jane Liu

I. Classics of Western Choral Music Joint NTU Alumni Chorus
Conductor: Ching-chuan Tai Piano Accompanist: Hsiao-ling Kuo

1. Ave Maria Music: L. d. Vittoria
2. Heilig Lyrics: J. P. Neumann / Music: F. Schubert
3. Ave Verum Corpus Music: W. A. Mozart
4. Messe G-dur Music: F. Schubert

(1) Kyrie (2)Gloria (3)Credo (4)Sanctus (5)Benedictus (6) Agnus Dei
Soli: Isabel Lin, Ming-che Chen, David Fong

Il. Chinese Folk Songs Los Angeles Chinese Chorale
Conductor: Samuel Lin Piano Accompanist: Stephanie Lan

1. Plowing Song Taiwanese folk song / Lyrics: Bin-din Hsu / Arranged by: Wu-hsiung Chen
2. The Swallow Kazak folk song / Arranged by: Cheng-hsiung Chen
3. The Grasshopper Flirts the Cock Jia-nan folk song / Arranged by: Ban-yen Chang
4. Guessing Tune Yun-nan folk song

J~ INTERMISSION ~J

lll. The Maiden of Malan Los Angeles Chinese Chorale
(A Choral Suite of Taiwan Aboriginal Songs) Arranged by: Nan-chang Chien
Conductor: Samuel Lin Piano Accompanist: Stephanie Lan
1. Waking up the Unwatched Hearts Ami tribe

2. Ho Mei Ya Ya Tsou tribe Soprano solo: Jane Tang
3. Sunset Song Paiwan tribe Baritone solo: Joe Yin

4. Lift up My Eyes unto the Hills Paiwan / Ami tribes
5. The Song of Youth Tsou / Chao tribes Tenor solo: James Hsu
6. Song of Praise Rukai tribe Choreographer: Olivia Liou
VI. Chinese Lieder Joint NTU Alumni Chorus
Conductor: Ching-chuan Tai Piano Accompanist: Hsiao-ling Kuo
1. Fare Ye Well in the City on Wei Arranged by: Ching-chuan Tai Solo: Li-hsiang Chen
Lyrics: originated from Wei Wang. / Music: Traditional Chinese melody
2. Firefly Lyrics: Kuang-chung Yu / Music: Ching-chuan Tai / Solo: Li-hsiang Chen
3. Reverie Lyrics: Shu Shu / Music: Sheng-si Lin
V. In Praise of Taiwan Joint NTU Alumni Chorus
Conductor: Ching-chuan Tai Piano Accompanist: Hsiao-ling Kuo
1. If I Allow My Hear to Open Up Lyrics: Chang-hsiung Wang / Music: Chuan-sheng Lu
2. Remembrance Lyrics: Li Chen / Music: Zi-jiu Kuo
3. Blade of Grass Lyrics: Wu-hsien Lin / Music: Shuen-wen Chang
4. Hakka Folksong Arranged by: Jin-ming Lue
5. Song of the Egret Lyrics: Shiu-yi Lu / Music: Shin-tsai Hwang / Arranged by: Liang-hui Lu

s~ FAREWELL ~/7
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Conductor: Maestro Tai Ching-Chuan

Maestro Tai earned his B.A. in Theoretical Composition from National Taiwan College of Arts (now

known as National Taiwan University of Arts). Later he studied Conducting at the University of Music and
Dramatic Arts Vienna in Austria. He served as assistant conductor to Dr. Lee Bao-Chen and Dr. R. Scholz
and was Chair of the Music Department, National Taiwan College of Arts and conductor of Radio Taiwan
International Chorus, Rong Shing Children’s Chorus, NTU Chorus, and the National Experimental Chorus,
as well as visiting conductor of Various choruses in Taiwan, Hong Kong, Mainland China, The U.S., Japan,

Korea, and Austria. He is now Professor of Music, National Taiwan University of Arts and conductor o
NTU Alumni Chorus.
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Conductor: Reverend ChinJung Cheng

Born in 1921, Reverend Chin-Jung Cheng began his life long dedication to sacred music and choir
conducting at the age of 26. He graduated from Taiwan Seminary School in 1952, and was called to
minister Lee Chun Sheng Memorial Presbyterian Church as pastor. Reverend Cheng has translated
numerous hymns and anthems into Taiwanese and Mandarin and was chairman of the committee for
revising the hymnbook of all Presbyterian Churches in Taiwan. In 1960 he was asked o conduct the YMCA
Oratorio Choir in performing Handel’s "Messiah" and subsequently led this group for 20 years. He has
also conducted choirs at Taiwan Seminary School, Soochow University, National Chengchi University and
National Taiwan University, winning numerous competitions in the process. Since his retirement in 1983,
Reverend and Mrs. Cheng have resided in Fremont, California, with their children and grandchildren, and
EGS clonFinzIed to involve himself in church music and choir conducting. May the name of the Almighty God
e gloritied.
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Ms. Chen earned her B.A. in Vocal Music from National Taiwan
College of Arts, where she studied under Profs. Eunice Chou, Liu Sai-Yun,
and Tang Chen. She also studied at University Mozarteum in Salzburg, the
University of Music and Dramatic Arts Graz, and in ltaly in 1978, 1982,
and 2000. She has taught at various institutions, including Taiwan
Theological College qng Seminary, Tainan Junior College of Home
Economics, Taipei Municipal Teachers College, Chinese Culture University,
the Music Experimentation Class of the Affiliated Senior High School of
National Taiwan Normal University, Christ College, and Hwa Kang Arts
School. She currently teaches in the Music Department of National Taiwan
University of Arts. Ms. Chen won First Place at the Fourth National Art Song
Competition held by TTV and First Place in the Folksong Group of the
International Emmy Awards. She was chosen Distinguished Alumna of
National Taiwan College of Arts. She has given Soﬁ: performances
throughout Taiwan, Austria, and North America
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Soprano Solist: Li-hsiang Chen

Pianist: Hsiao-ling Kuo

Ms Kuo received her LL.B. from the Department of Law, National Taiwan University, her M.A. in Piano
Performance from Chicago College of Performing Arts, Roosevelt University, and her Doctor of Music Performance
and Education from Noriwestern University. She has taught at the Affiliated Senior High School of National
Taiwan Normal University, Kuang Jen Middle School, Ste?lo Matutina Girls" Highschool, National Taiwan College
of Arts, Northwestern University, and University of North Carolina. She is currently Professor in the Department of
Music Education and Graduate School of Musical Arts of Taipei Municipal Teachers College, and Part-Time Teacher
in Soochow University's Music Department. Ms. Kuo has per@rmed numerous Solo Concerts in the U.S. and Taiwan.
She accompanies the NTU Alumni Chorus as an alumna of NTUC herself.
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Jeffrey Workman is Organist of the First United Methodist Church
of Palo Alto. A native of Pennsy?vcnic, Jeffrey moved to the Bay Area this
past September. As a pianist he has accompanied the Peninsuh[] Women's
Chorus locally and the National Men's Chorus in Washington, D.C. As
choirmaster he has directed the fully professional Choir of Saint John's in
Baltimore, Maryland, and as keyboardist served on the music staff of
Princeton University Chapel whire earning his Master of Music degree in
organ performance at Westminster Choir College. Jeffrey's principal

teachers have been Eugene Roan, Ingrid Clarfield, Keith Chapman, and Organist: Jeffrey Workman
Harry Wilkinson.
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Mr. Lin received his B.A. in vocal music from National Taiwan College of Arts and his M.A. from
the Roger Wagner Center of Choral Studies at California State University in Los Angeles, studyin
under Dr. William Belan, Dr. Roger Wagner, Dr. Robert Fowells, Dr. Donald Neuen and Dr. Pqu?
Salamunovich. For 30 years Mr. Lin has dedicated himself to arranging music, and educating and
conducting choral groups. He founded the LACA Music Foundation Corporation in 1994 and is
currently the president of this organization. He also conducts the East Valley Evangelical Formosan
Church Choir, Los Angeles Chinese Chorale, Los Angeles Christian Chorale, Southern California
Senior Chorus, Southern California Youth Chorus and East Valley Children’s Chorus. He is frequently
invited as choral clinician and guest conductor to various countries.
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Pianist: Stephanie Wan Hsiu Lan

Ms. Lan received her B.A. from National Taiwan University of Arts, majoring in piano
performance under Prof. Alexander Sung and minoring in violin under Prof. Min-yen Jian. Ms. Lan has
won many prestigious awards, including first prize in ﬁ1e Taiwan Piano Competition. She received her
master degree in Performance at California State University, Los Angeles under Dr. Robert Ward, and
has performed with various choirs and vocalists in California. She is currently the pianist for the Los
Angeles Chinese Chorale and Merry Singer Society. In 2000, she was selected through worldwide
ougition to participate in the Piano “Fest” Austria, an international piano festival near Salzburg, Austria.
There she performed a Mozart Piano Concerto with the Bratislava Chamber Orchestra directed by Dr.
Jon Robertson. She was invited back in 2001 to perform the Beethoven Concerto. In 2002, she was
invited as a guest pianist to perform the Chopin Piano Concerto with the Redland Symphony Orchestra.
The Overseas Chinese Affairs Commission oFROC conferred upon her the title of “2004 Outstanding
Young Professional” and invited her to perform in Taiwan. In recent years Ms. Lan has devoted her time
to promoting the music of modern Taiwanese composers.
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CHING CHING CHORUS

Formed by a group of music lovers in 1981, Ching Ching Chorus has grown from a
group within the Stanford campus to a Chinese community embracing members from around
the world. For the past 24 years, the chorus has held rehearsals every Saturday afternoon and
given annual performances in the Bay Area since 1983. In addition, the chorus holds music
camps, vo||eyEc:|| tournaments, picnics, and various outings.

Susan Lin is the current president serving the year 2005. The two conductors, Karl
Chang and David Fong, are also bass members of the chorus. Karl Chang, one of the founders of
Ching Ching, has been conducting since its inception, and also leads Crystal Children’s Choir. Dr.
Fong, once a student conductor of the NTU Chorus, joined Ching Ching as a conductor in 1989.
He has studied under many leading conductors and Los foundeg
He is also leader in the Bay Area high-tech arena. Rita Liuv was accompanying pianist for National
Chengchi University Chorus. She joined Ching Ching in 1993 and is also an cﬁo member.
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NORTH PENINSULA PHILHARMONIC CHORUS

Founded in 1990 by music-loving parents of students of the North Peninsula Mandarin School, the
North Peninsula Phiﬁmormonic Chorus (NPPC) has been an active Chinese-American chorus in the
San Francisco Bay Area for 15 years. For 13 of those years, it was under the directorship of its
founding conductor, Prof. Pisin Chen. It has also received guidance from Prof. Joshua Lau and other
conductors in the Bay Area.

NPPC has staged numerous concerts, including bi-annual performances with the North Peninsula
Youth Chorus and the North Peninsula Youth Orchestra. The innovative themes and programs of
these concerts, enhanced with multi-media stage design, often create a synergy to encompass
music, art and literature. The joint performance of parents and children is another unique aspect of
NPPC, well appreciated by the music lovers of the Bay Area.

B&k: TXEE

BlER: Z=0E R

HE: BT

fﬁ]/ﬁﬁﬁi‘ F=EH

TET  EWE TEER FBF Kk FREH KER RIitm BEER
EED HEFT

LHFENE FE FRH O£—E B E BRE ETW REF

FEETER BHF BEHE %‘Ji‘%%ﬂ

FEF  MHEF BHACLE RXE FEE 4BKEF K & BAE

TaiDa_Chorus.indd 13 @ 7/25/2005 8:34:33 PM



BYREANGEE

R E B 5 £ 7 199448 47 3 48 Al 3L ri%%%é%%é%ﬂ
EffREE "R EAGEE, o A& &?%%%Eﬁﬁ
EFREAKE BREFEFLRAN - HAERA0GA > HEL

EABEANGGE B ARG E MR LR ERE ﬂ%%{?ﬁ
BEEETHE B ERATARMEHEAL  BAEEEHAE
BAEMINRZT > BRRERELWNEREFRR

%%%%AAﬁ@%E“@E@%Eﬁ’ﬁ%%%%‘%ﬁﬁ@‘@iﬁ‘%%@‘%
"B ]~ HORNE g R R A e 1R i’iﬁi@é%@] ﬁ@%ﬁ%% o +HER > BUBEALEELESR
LEReNESA - %mﬁ%ﬁAf e BENMBRREENFT R BARAE
¥ A A8 B BT F R wWﬁféé%ﬁLEM%@ EA%I & 4R H
H o 1999410 A fEPasadenats ¥ A7 B %7 vE B > 15 5| R & 09FF(E - 200046 A JE &A% 5
R E R wE ﬁ%ﬁ%%/\fﬁ H %EJF [ % m5% "0n Gold Mountain |, 3| Hy
WE o RE TR o 20004 B T E H Gian Carlo Menottimy#ii T FBBMEHE | » &
KEF—HEHR 20005 BHAM Y EFTLFOEFT > EBUBEBERENEFRE -
2001476 A b % 34y F| Innsbruck 2w B PS5 44 & > W F L e HEMHA T EER T, E
B, - 200245 A E 2RI EHEE @%ﬁﬂ@%* R s > WA ELT R E
HEEKEHBELE

’ LA TH B 4
%%ﬂﬁﬁN%A
El

AN\ o

AN~ B N
RUMERIEETE

B

FAl

77/\
&
S

R

&

i
e
i
#
¥

LOS ANGELES CHINESE CHORALE

The Los Angeles Chinese Chorale (LACC) was born in January of 1994 immediately
following the establishment of the LACA Music Foundation Corporation. Its 30 some members from
all walks of life share one common passion — the love of choral music.It is under the direction of
Mr. Samuel Lin, a renowned choral music conductor, and accompanied by the esteemed pianists
Ms. Stephanie Lan and Melody Kuo.

LACC is known for its rich tone quality, angelic harmony, and cross-cultural interpretations
of a broad repertoire, which includes classical music, sacred music, contemporary works and
Chinese folk songs.

Besides annual recitals, LACC's recent activities include: the Taiwan Concert Tour in August
1997, the opera “The Journey of a Little Balloon” at Luckman Fine Art Complex in July 1998, the
joint concert with the Pasadena Classical Chorale in October 1999, five performances for the
“On Gold Mountain” premiere at the Japan American Theatre commissioned by the Los Angeles
Opera Company in June 2000, and the opera “Amahl and the Night Visitors” in December 2000.
Moreover, LACC participated in the “Innsbruck International Choral Festival” at Innsbruck, Austria
in June 2001 under the direction of Alan Heatherington and Weston Noble who bestowed their
high praise, and in May 2002, the group received the silver medal award in the Global Overseas
Chinese Choral Competition “President Cup” in Taipei, Taiwan, and was named the group with the
“Most Beautiful Tone Quality”.
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Song Descriptions

Ave Maria

Thomas Luis de Victoria was one of the most significant composers of the High Renaissance.
Although Spanish, he spent many years in Rome, absorbing a mixture of European influences and
writing sacred music of great beauty and melodic power. He left some twenty settings of the Mass,
in addition to a number of Magpnificats, Lamentations, responsories, anthems, psalms, motets and
hymns. The motet Ave Maria was one of his most popular masterpieces.

Heili

Schugert's short life bridged the Classical and early Romantic music worlds. Highly prolific, his
supreme melodic talents are apparent in his instrumental works and especially his hundreds of
songs. This short hymnal piece sung by male voices was an excerpt from his Deutsche Messe, a
mature work dating from 1826. It was a technically simple work, written for amateurs with wind
accompaniment. Tﬂe piece sets a German fext by J.P. Neumann, the movements corresponding to
the movements of the Latin mass.

Ave Verum Corpus

Mozart was the child prodigy who became the greatest composer of the Classical age. His wild
sense of humor and the apparent simplicity and clarity of his music belies its enormous difficulties.
Ave verum Corpus, K.618, was composed to celebrate the feast of Corpus Christi and the auto-
graph is dated June 17, 1791, at which time he had less than half a year to live. It is only forty-six
bars long and is scored for chorus, strings and organ.

All Things Bright and Beautiful

The outstanding contemporary British conductor and composer, John Rutter, composed this music
based on the well-known lyrics written by Ms. C. F. Alexander in the late 19th century, which have
been used as lyrics in other songs previously. Rutter’s new composition wonderfully captures the
spirit of gratitude to the beauty of Nature. The keys progress to higher registers to upliﬁ the spirit
and the vocal arrangement moves from individual sections to full scale mixed harmony to deepen
the emotion.

&2 H 4 (Taiwan Lily)

Both the lyrics and the melody of this popular Taiwanese song were written by Cheng Chih-Ren in
1996. The song praises the beauty and the endurance of the “Formosa wild ?illy”, a native plant
which can be found from the planes to the high mountains in Taiwan. There was a story published
in 1940s entitled “Gao Sha Bai He” (Formosa Wild Lily), which describes the endurance of a
mother of the aboriginal Atayal tribe. Inspired by this story, the composer uses the Formosa Wild
Lily to symbolize the loving mother who looks after the children of Taiwan. Sung in the Hokkien
dialect, the song brings home a strong sense of attachment.

% %% (Tuberose)

The tuberose (Yie Lai Xiang) is a popular Chinese flower whose fro?ronce spreads in the night. This
popular song reminisces about Shanghai night clubs more than half a century ago. The chorus is
arranged a capella with human voices imitating band instruments.

LA o FEIEHF | (Homeland, My Homeland!)

The homeland is a popular theme in Chinese music. This song describes the emotion when the com-

poser first steps on the soil of the homeland of his ancestors. Similar to “Taiwan Lily”, the symbol of
the loving mother is invoked, yet it differs from Taiwan Lily in emphasizing one’s profound emotions
when first encountering the Motherland.

#1E KEF#%E (Fasten the Sun)

A farmer is asking his girlfriend to make a linen rope. What for2 To fasten the sun so they will get
more daylight to work in the fields! Such work ethic prevails in Chinese villages, even in villag-
ers’ love songs. The folk song has been rearranged as a choral piece with varying harmonies and
tempos, teasing out the demure love of the couple.
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Requiem

The requiem is a traditional Catholic liturgy that has inspired many composers, most notably Mo-
zart, Brahms, Berlioz, Verdi and Fauré. Unique among these, Fauré ignores the anguish, loss and
horrors of Death and Judgment Day to concentrate on the true meaning of the word “Requiem”, or
“rest”. His Requiem is about peaceful acceptance and release, and the music is serene, elevating,
comforting.

The Lord Bless You and Keep You
A small but beautiful piece by P. C. Lutkin; its lyric is excerpted from Numbers: 24-26 of the Bible. 19

This old priestly blessing has now become a hymn for Christians to express their good wishes to
one another.

Hallelujah

Handel’s Messiah is a great work for orchestra, chorus and soloists. The text is taken from the Bible
and forms a dramatic commentary on the whole prophecy and fulfillment of the redemption of man.
The Hallelujah Chorus is the last piece of the second part. It praises the birth of Jesus Christ, and as-
serts that this world will become the kingdom of the Lord. When London heard it for the first time in
1742, The King was so impressed during the Hallelujah Chorus that he rose to his feet - a custom
that still prevails.

4 (Remembrance )

Composer Guo Zi-Jiu's formal education ended at grade school, yet he became a legend through
self-study and was hired to teach music at a high school. This song was an ad hoc piece he wrote
while giving a lecture in Hualien County. The lyrics were filled in by Chen Kun and Lu Pei-Lin

- “Flower petals dance through the air as spring departs. Another Kolidoy arrives with no sight of
my love...” — and it became one of the most popular songs in Taiwan. The poet Chen Li wrote the
Taiwanese lyrics in 1996 to convey the composer’s original intent of love for his native land.

¥ {F4% (Blade of Grass )

Taiwan Children’s song writer Lin Wu-Xian describes the indefatigable optimism of Taiwanese, and
composer Zhang Xuan-Wen created the melody after the rhythm of Hokkien dialect. The perfect
match gives this earthy folksong its unique flavor.

ZZ L35 F (Hakka Folksong )

People from north China moved en masse during the Wei and Jin Dynasties to the south where
they saw themselves as guests (hence their name Hakka, meaning “guest”). They maintained their
customs and language which differed from that of the south.

Their folksongs can be divided into two categories: mountain songs and labor songs. The former
employs flowery vocal techniques and enchanting melodies for courtship. The latter employs a chal-
lenge and response format to accompany physical activities. This song combines traits From both
categories collected from Hakka groups ﬁ

H ¥ % ~ 3 (Song of the Egret )

Egrets are a sign of good luck in Taiwanese folk culture. “The egret drives a dustbin to the river-
bank. It trips and falls but finds a penny.” So goes a Taiwanese children’s folksong whose lyrics
indicate that every cloud has a silver lining. Inspired by this, Ex-legislator H.Y. Lu and his wife,
ex-minister of the Council for Cultural Affairs, Tchen Yu-Chiu, composed this work as the Egret
Foundation’s theme song when they established the foundation in 1996.

Messe G-dur

Messe G-dur is the second of Schubert's 6 Masses which he composed in less than a week. With
strings and organ orchestra, this work is more modestly scored than the first mass. Apart from some
passages for the soprano soloist, the interventions of the solo parts are also very mild. Characteristi-
cally for Schubert, he is more interested in an over-all devotional mood of a religious composition,
than in individualistic romantic text-expression.

oth on the Mainland and in Taiwan.
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% # #r (Fare Ye Well in the City on Wei )

The poem “Sending Off Yuan Er to An-Xi” by Tang Dynasty poet Wang Wei is also known as “Wei-
Cheng Song” or “Yang-Guan Song” because these two place names are mentioned therein. The
piece “Three Layers of the Yang-Guan Song” collected in “Beginning Lessons for Qin” by Zhan

He of the Qing Dynasty is based on an ancient tune. The intricate emotions of parting are deve?—
oped layer by layer. Maestro Tai rearranged this into a four part a cappella choral piece, so that it
expresses the Chinese philosophy of moderation and control even in sorrow.

& (Firefly)

The lyrics are from the poem “Serenade of the Firefly” by the poet Yu Kuang-chung in his work
“Blue Feathers”. Maestro Tai obtained the poet’s consent to shorten the name of the song to “Fire-
fly” and composed it to serenade his sweetheart, so who better to perform the solo part than she
who became his wife — Ms. Chen Li-Hsiang?

1% #1 2 (Reverie)

The romantic poet Xu Xu started out majoring in philosophy, which explains why his poems are
often deeply tEoughtful yet somewhat exotic. The composer Lin Sheng-Xi matched the lyrics with
striking melodies and harmonies to bring out the ethereal nature of the piece.

4 23 (Plowing Song)

This song depicts a young couple working in the fields. They leave home before sunrise and sweat
under the sun, hoping for a good crop. The intense work and joyous harvest portrays the earthy
country life.

# F (The Swallow )

This is a Kazak folk song from Xinjiang, China. A young man compares his love to the beautiful
swallow and pledges his eternal love.

FE I F %\ (The Grasshopper Teases the Cock )

This Taiwan folk song describes the amusing banter between a young woman (the grasshopper)
and an old man (the cock).

% # (Guessing tune )
This is a folk song sung by a couple. They challenge each other with questions and find love in the
process.

(BEH#R) 4 (The Maiden of Malan — A Choral Suite of Taiwan Aboriginal Songs )
The beautiful voices of the Taiwan indigenous tribes have existed on the island for ages yet were
relatively unknown until recent years when the eight-part harmony of the Bunun attracted worldwide
attention. Professor Chien Nan-Chang took eight pieces from Yan Jin Fu’s “Taiwan Aboriginal Folk
Songs” album and rearranged them into choral works. The suite describes the joy, devotion, and
sorrow of life in the mountains. Expect to be happily surprised.

T QMBI %E (If | Allow My Heart to Open U

)
During lyricist Wang Chang-Xiong’s years in Japan, he wourc)zl open the window and look out on
the rice fields outside to relieve nostalgia for his homeland. This taught him that allowing one’s
heart to open up brings one solace. His long time collaboration and friendship with composer Lu
Chuan-sheng also began with this piece. The graceful harmony embodies the writers’ peaceful,
encompassing mindset.
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